HUMANITARIAN CRISIS

In 2021, damaged infrastructure and natural causes had led to
water treatment degradation and a rise in waterborne disease.
Seventy per cent of sewage is untreated due to malfunctioning
sewerage systems; leading Syrians to use unsafe water treatment
alternatives (UNICEF, 2022).

ECONOMY

In addition, the collapsing economy, soaring prices, and declining
socio-economic situation lead to a widened income gap and food
insecurity (with 12 million people food insecure) (UN News, 2022).
Syria ranks among the 10 most food-insecure countries globally (ibid.).

HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE

Extremely harsh winter and snowstorms have raised humanitarian
needs to the highest level ever; IFRC anticipates that millions of
displaced Syrians are at risk of freezing (IFRC, 2022). With funding
from Qatar Fund for Development (QFFD), the Qatar Red
Crescent Society (QRCS) is responding to the humanitarian crisis
experienced by internally displaced people (IDPs) at camps under
the project of Winterization Preparedness for IDPs and Host
Communities in north-western Syria. Winterization aid is being
provided to help a total of 6,000 families as direct beneficiaries to
overcome the difficult winter conditions (Relief Web, 2022).
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MIGRATION & DISPLACEMENT

According to UNHCR, Syria has become the world's largest refugee
crisis in decades (UNHCR, 2021). As of March 2021, 13.4 million
people need humanitarian and protection assistance in Syria, and an
estimated number of 6.7 - 6.9 miillion internally displaced persons, and
6.6 million Syrian refugees worldwide, of whom 5.6 million are hosted
in countries near Syria (ibid.). Children have been severely affected in
the country as a result of displacement and ongoing conflict. Children
under the age of 12 were trapped and involved in attacks and used as
human shields, and 700 child detainees were held in prison under
siege (UN News, 2022). UN Special Representative Gamba noted,
“Children below the age of 10...have known nothing but war”

(UN News, 2021). UN News also stated that France has violated the
rights of French children detained in Syria; as child victims in Syria are
facing inhuman conditions, France failed to repatriate French children
held in Syria (UN News, 2022).

SECURITY

Conflict and terrorism remain life-threatening for millions of Syrians
due to the ongoing distressful events in different parts of Syria

(UN NEWS, 2022). Recently, Syrians have been enduring internal
and external conflicts such as prison attacks, Kurdish-Syrian forces
fighting ISIL/ISIS, Israeli and Russian airstrikes, EU imposed sanctions
on individuals and numerous entities, additionally, opposition figures
campaigning against Al Assad (EU, 2022).

THE SYRIAN AMERICAN MEDICAL SOCIETY (SAMS)

The Syrian American Medical Society (SAMS) was founded in 1998 by the Syrian diaspora in the United States.
SAMS is part of the Syrian-American diaspora organizations network established by the American Relief Coalition
for Syria (ARCS). SAMS provides high-quality medical care to support millions of Syrian refugees, underserved
communities and vulnerable people in Syria and the region. They also assist medical professionals through their
medical relief work, programmes and organizing medical missions that have reached six countries (American Relief
Coalition for Syria, 2022). From 201 | to 2019, SAMS delivered over $207 million in humanitarian aid, and their
emergency response assisted nearly 20 million beneficiaries impacted by conflict (Syrian American Medical Society

Foundation, 2019). In 2019, SAMS managed 50 facilities in 3 governorates, in addition to mobile clinics that can reach rural and remote areas.
In 2019, northwest Syria was home to nearly 2 million IDPs due to the escalation of conflicts in the region. Medical facilities were attacked
causing more damage and the need for humanitarian assistance. SAMS emergency response supported medical services that helped around
one million beneficiaries in 2019 (Syrian American Medical Society Foundation, 2019)

In 2021, SAMS responded to the second wave of COVID-19 in North-west Syria by providing health care assistance in health facilities for
vulnerable IDPs living in camps. Hospitals in the North-west have been overwhelmed by the spread of the Delta variant, which is more
challenging to treat, the situation was rapidly deteriorating, and health units were at overcapacity. As a result, by October 2021, the fatality
rate reached 1,407 deaths. Although more assistance, vaccines, medical equipment were needed, SAMS doctors and nurses were responding
to the situation on the ground (Syrian American Medical Society Foundation, 2021).
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https://www.unicef.org/mena/reports/2022-humanitarian-needs-overview-syrian-arab-republic
https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/02/1112762
https://www.ifrc.org/press-release/syria-extremely-harsh-winter-raises-acute-humanitarian-needs-highest-level-ever
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/qffd-qrcs-protect-syrians-against-winter-impact-enar
https://reporting.unhcr.org/syriasituation#:~:text=By%20the%20end%20of%202021,internally%20displaced%20people%20(IDPs).
https://news.un.org/story/2021/05/1092252
https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/02/1112682
https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/05/1117932
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2022/02/21/syria-eu-imposes-restrictive-measures-on-additional-five-individuals/
https://www.arcsyria.org/

SYRIA

In March 201 I, nationwide demonstrations demanded president
Al Assad's resignation (BBC, 2016). As a result, violence erupted
in the city of Deraa and reached different parts of the country

by 2012; causing a civil war (ibid.). From 2013 to 2015 conflict
escalated and the number of deaths reached 250,000 (UNHCR,
2015). The conflict was exacerbated by the involvement of
different religious and political groups which caused further
fragmentation. In addition, the rise of the militant group ISIS

in 2014 (BBC, 2022), and the Russian military intervention in 2015
in support of the Syrian government led to increased humanitarian
needs among communities affected by the conflict.

TURKEY

Since 2020, the set of circumstances between conflicts,
displacements, essential supply shortages, and risk in Syria remains
complex. OCHA anticipates that the "hostilities and insecurity are
expected to continue, most notably in the north-west, which will
generate additional civilian displacement” (UNOCHA 2022).

March 2022 marks the | Ith year since the civil war erupted in Syria.
Eleven years of conflict, violence, displacement, and human rights
violations. The UN requests unrestricted access to humanitarian aid
while seeking solutions for the political situation by producing a new
constitution and leading ethical elections in Syria.
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AGE —r EDUCATION
DISTRIBUTION — % of the population aged 15 & over
31% aged 0-14 '; who can read & write

T T FFemale 81%

64% aged 15-64
5% aged 65 and above
(Source worldbank.org, 2021)

male 91.7%
Population (total) 86.4 %
(Sources cia.gov, 2021)

TOP SETTLEMENT REMITTANCES,
COUNTRIES ODA & FDI
Q |. Turkey 3,743,494 in USD

— [

2. Lebanon 1,162,305
3. Saudi Arabia 802,915
4. Jordan 724,508

5. Germany 589,628

(EU DiF 2021 diasporafordevelopment.eu/interactive-map/ )

LANGUAGES
Arabic (Official) « Kurdish
Armenian ¢ Aramaic
Circassian * French
English

(Sources cia.gov)

.y

I

Vo]
9

2010 Remittances 1.622,538,75 million
ODA 10,01 billion

FDI 804,162,635.30 million

(Source World Bank)

INTERNET ACCESS

8.41 million internet users in 2021

Internet penetration is 47% in 2021
(Source Datareportal, 2021)

SOURCES: relief Web update on humanitarian needs in Syria 2022 * UN OCHA Overview of humanitarian Response Plan 2022-2023 projects for Syrian Arab Republic * Relief
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