
S U P P O R T E D  B Y

        HUMANITARIAN CRISIS
AND RESPONSE 
The approach of winter and the need for adequate
shelter during the harsh winter months is placing
greater pressure on communities in Syria; pressure,
exacerbated by the rising price rises inof many
essential items such as food, fuel, electricity and
running water due to the war in Ukraine. NGOs and
diaspora organizations active in the country have
warned about of the impact of these challenges on
many displaced families, which, combined with thea
cholera outbreak, could lead to a catastrophic
humanitarian situation in the winter months. Funding
for winterization programs has also fallen short, with
only 18% percent of funds secured (Relief Web
November 2022, ARCS 2022). 
Aid access to northwest Syria also remains uncertain,
and the UN Security Council has until January 10,
2023 to confirm renewal of the current UN-backed
cross-border mechanism, which enabled humanitarian
access to over 2.4 million people/month in this region
in 2021 (MSF, November 2022). 

        POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS 
When addressing the UN Security Council in November
2022, UN Special Envoy Geir Pedersen expressed fears over
escalating military operations and appealed for restraint (UN
News, 2022). He reported that, in recent months, mutual
strikes have slowly increased in the north between the Syrian
Democratic Forces (SDF) and Turkey and its allied armed
opposition groups, with the violence spilling over the border. 
 
        SECURITY
Attacks by the Syrian-Russian military alliance on November
6, 2022 used banned cluster munitions on four camps for
internally displaced people in the northwest Idlib Province,
killing 8 civilians and wounding dozens of others (HRW,
2022). The 2008 Convention on Cluster Munitions, which
neither Syria nor Russia are party to, comprehensively
prohibits these weapons and requires the clearance of
contaminated areas and assistance to victims (SNHR, 2022). 
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SYRIAN BRITISH CONSORTIUM ENGAGE SYRIAN DIASPORA TO
INFLUENCE UK POLICY MAKERS ON UK FOREIGN AND AID POLICY
TO SYRIA 
TIn November 2022, the Syrian British Consortium (SBC), a network of Syrians based in the UK, organized a policy
engagement tour among Syrian communities, holding meetings with the Syrian diaspora in Manchester, Leeds, Cardiff,
and London, to introduce the UK’s Syrian diaspora to SBC’s engagement with UK policymakers on around Syria
issues. Over the last two years, SBC has held regular meetings with FCDO, MPs, and British ministers as part of its
advocacy efforts to influence UK foreign and aid policy to Syria. The SBC has held campaigns for several Syrian causes
and focuses on activating UN-backed mechanisms to discover the fate of the missing and forcibly disappeared. The
aim of this policy engagement tour was to increase participation among Syrian diaspora in the UK and enhance their
engagement with policymakers and political processes in order to influence UK policies policy towards Syria.   

        MIGRATION AND
DISPLACEMENT 
Deadly attacks on IDP camps in November resulted in
further internal displacement. According to reports received
by the United Nations Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs, at least 400 families have been newly
displaced as a result of these hostilities. (OHCHR, 2022). 

https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/ngos-call-urgent-scale-support-alongside-immediate-action-secure-humanitarian-access-northwest-syria
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/humanitarian-access-northwest-syria-must-be-ensured-enar
https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/11/1131157
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/11/23/syria-cluster-munitions-used-november-6-attacks
https://snhr.org/blog/2022/12/05/most-notable-human-rights-violations-in-syria-in-november-2022/
https://www.syrianbritish.org/
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=446003577671135&set=a.265256612412500
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2022/11/syria-deadly-attacks-affecting-idp-camps
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OVERVIEW

KEY DEMOGRAPHIC DATA

POPULATION
17.500.657
50% males 
49.9% females
(Source worldbank.org, 2021)

RELIGION
Muslim 87%
Christian 10%
Druze 3%
(Sources cia.gov, 2020)

AGE 
DISTRIBUTION
31% aged 0-14
64% aged 15-64
5% aged 65 and above
(Source worldbank.org, 2021)

EDUCATION
% of the population aged 15 & over
who can read & write
FFemale 81%
male 91.7%
Population (total) 86.4 % 
(Sources cia.gov, 2021)

TOP SETTLEMENT
COUNTRIES
1.Turkey 3,743,494
2. Lebanon 1,162,305
3. Saudi Arabia 802,915
4. Jordan 724,508
5. Germany 589,628
(EU DiF 2021 diasporafordevelopment.eu/interactive-map/ )

REMITTANCES, 
ODA & FDI
in USD
2010 Remittances 1.622,538,75 million
ODA 10,01 billion
FDI 804,162,635.30 million
(Source World Bank)

SOURCES: Syrian Network for Human Rights https://snhr.org 
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LANGUAGES
Arabic (Official) • Kurdish
Armenian • Aramaic
Circassian • French
English 
(Sources cia.gov)

INTERNET ACCESS
8.41 million internet users in 2021 
Internet penetration is 47% in 2021
(Source Datareportal, 2021)

DIASPORA PARTNERS 
ARCS & SCAN UK
ARCS.org • SCANUK.org

HEALTH 
In November, a shipment of two million cholera vaccine
doses arrived in Damascus to launch an immunization
campaign in areas where the disease is quickly spreading
(ReliefWeb, 2022). 7,635 health staff were trained in
different intervention areas via 253 capacity-building
activities, and more than 124 tonnes of medical supplies
and equipment were dispatched to medical facilities. As of
November, over 18,000 cholera cases have been reported
across districts in the country. 

According to a report by Human Rights Watch, the
Turkish authorities have also contributed to the dire
water crisis afflicting northeast Syria since 2020–2021,
which led to the cholera outbreak (HRW, 2022). This
crisis is the result of multiple factors, including dangerously
low levels of water flowing from Turkey into the Syrian
portion of the Euphrates River, which more than five
million people in Syria directly depend on for their water
supply, due to water exploitation by Turkey ( Relief Web,
2021). 

ECONOMY
In November, the Syrian government announced its draft
budget for the new year. Although the number of Syrian
pounds allocated in this budget was greater than previous,
it is the lowest in value in real terms (The Syrian
Observer, 2022). This fall in the value of the budget has
increased fears of an even harsher coming year, as officials
speak of “controlling expenditures” to fill the budget
deficit. In other words, the budget reiterated the regime’s
austerity measures (ETANA, 2022). 

Surging food prices are also contributing to the
humanitarian crisis in the county: in October, food basket
prices were 51% higher than before the start of the
Ukraine crisis in February 2022, which also affected the
price of wheat and other foodstuffs; and food prices in
Syria are now 91% higher than in 2021 ( Relief Web /
WFP November 2022).

https://diasporafordevelopment.eu/interactive-map/
https://www.aljazeera.com/where/sudan
https://www.aljazeera.com/where/sudan
https://www.aljazeera.com/where/sudan
https://stock.adobe.com/fr/contributor/203466036/anton-ivanov-photo?load_type=author&prev_url=detail
https://datareportal.com/reports/digital-2021-sudan
https://www.governance-programming.org/
https://www.governance-programming.org/
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/whole-syria-monthly-situation-report-november-2022
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/11/07/syria-parties-conflict-aggravate-cholera-epidemic
https://reliefweb.int/disaster/dr-2021-000125-syr
https://syrianobserver.com/news/80380/draft-general-budget-in-syria-for-2023-what-awaits-syrians.html
https://etanasyria.org/syria-brief-economic-crisis-20-november-2022/
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/wfp-syria-market-price-watch-bulletin-october-2022

